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There was something else: the construction of the laboratory the
Curies had so long wanted had at last been decided upon, in
1909. To renounce Paris and flee from France was to reduce
this plan to nothing, to kill a greaf dream.
At a moment in her life when she felt hardly strong enough
for anything, Marie was torn between two duties which ex-
cluded each other. After how many homesick hesitations, with
what suffering, she addressed her letter of refusal to Warsaw!
Still, she accepted the task of directing the new laboratory from
afar and placed it under the practical control of two of her best
assistants: the Poles Danysz and Wertenstein.
Marie, still very ill, went to Warsaw in 1913 for the in-
auguration of the radioactivity building. The Russian
authorities deliberately ignored her presence: no official took
part in the fetes organised in her honour. The welcome given
by her native land was therefore all the more tumultuous. For
the first time in her life, Marie pronounced, in a hall packed to
its limits, a scientific lecture in Polish.
I am doing my best to render the most possible service here
before I go away again [she wrote to one of her colleagues]. On
Tuesday I made a public lecture. I have also been present, and
shall be present again, at various meetings. I find a good will
which must be put to use. This poor country, massacred by an
absurd and barbarous domination, really does a great deal to
defend its moral and intellectual life. A day may come perhaps
when oppression will have to retreat, and it is necessary to last
out until then. But what an existence! What conditions!
I have seen again the places to which my memories of child-
hood -and youth are attached. I have seen the Vistula again,
and the tomb in the cemetery. These pilgrimages are at the
same time sweet and sad, but one can't help making them.
One of the ceremonies took place in the Museum of Industry
and Agriculture* in the very building where, twenty-two years
earlier, Marie had made her first experiments in physics. On
the next day a banquet was offered to "Mme SHodovska